THE advantage of cultural tests in the diagnosis of gonorrhoea is now universally recognised. The difficulty is to obtain them in places that are far removed from a laboratory, or, at any rate, from an incubator into which the plates or slopes newly planted with secretion can be placed at once.
To meet this difficulty I have at various times suggested that the secretion be sent to the laboratory in capillary tubes because the gonococcus can remain alive in its native medium for a number of days at room temperature, but a method which, in some circumstances, seems likely to be better is to place the newly planted cultures 
